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BY-LAWS

Article I. Title
The As so ci a tion shall be known as the 196th Light In fan try Bri gade As so ci a tion.

Article II. Aims and Objectives
Sec tion 1. To pre serve and fos ter the spirit of fel low ship among for mer and pos si ble fu ture mem bers of the
196th Light In fan try Bri gade, U.S. Army, and pro vide an or ga ni za tion through which they may unite in bonds
of com rade ship.

Sec tion 2. To com mem o rate the mem ory of sol diers who gave their lives in the ser vice of their coun try.

Sec tion 3. To sup port a na tional mil i tary that will pro mote sta bil ity and peace through out the world.

Sec tion 4. To fos ter pub lic un der stand ing and sup port of the United States Army.

Sec tion 5. To pro mote and per pet u ate those Army and unit tra di tions that con trib ute to es prit de corps and su pe -
rior per for mance of duty.

Article III. Membership
Sec tion 1. Mem ber ship in the 196th Light In fan try Bri gade As so ci a tion shall be open to any sol dier, ac tive, re -
tired or hon or ably dis charged Vet eran, who served or was at tached to the 196th Light In fan try Bri gade dur ing
its ac tive ser vice.

Sec tion 2. Terms of Mem ber ship. Mem ber ship in the As so ci a tion shall re main in force so long as the mem ber
main tains cur rent sta tus by pay ment of pre scribed dues.

Article IV. Officers
Sec tion 1. Enu mer a tion. The Of fi cers of the As so ci a tion shall be a Pres i dent who shall be the Chief Ex ec u tive
Of fi cer, a Vice Pres i dent, a Sec re tary and a Trea surer.

Sec tion 2. Du ties. The Of fi cers of the As so ci a tion shall ad min is ter the af fairs of the As so ci a tion in ac cor dance
with the By-Laws.

Sec tion 3. Terms and Elec tion. The Pres i dent and the Vice Pres i dent shall be elected by the mem ber ship, as pro -
vided in these By-Laws. The terms of of fice of the Pres i dent and Vice Pres i dent shall be two (2) years, and they 
shall be el i gi ble for re elec tion. The other of fi cers shall be ap pointed by the Pres i dent.

Sec tion 4. Va can cies in Elec tive Of fices. If the Pres i dent va cates his of fice dur ing his term, the Vice Pres i dent
shall suc ceed thereto.

ON THE COVER: Col o nel Fran cis S. Conaty Jr.,  May 15, 1920 - Sep tem ber 23, 2013. The Col o nel com manded the Bri gade when it
formed in Au gust 1965, and over saw its' train ing and readi ness for de ploy ment to Viet nam. Col o nel Conaty was the Hon or ary Pres i -
dent of the 196th Light In fan try Bri gade As so ci a tion. (See the ar ti cle on pages 16-17)
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Greetings Fellow Chargers!   
I would like to thank you for elect ing me as your Pres i dent.  It is an honor for me to serve.  I hope to be wor thy of the

trust that you have placed in me.   I have large shoes to fill fol low ing War ren, that’s for sure.   He has done a won der ful
job and I want to thank him.   He still cer tainly has his work cut out for him mentoring me.

My past po si tions in clude Com mander of East ern Re gion Chap ter of Americal Di vi sion Vet er ans As so ci a tion; mul ti -
ple terms on the ADVA Ex ec u tive Coun cil; and Chair man of 2007 Americal Re union.   I am ac tive in the lo cal Amer i can
Le gion Honor guard and a life mem ber of DAV, VFW, and the VVA.   I also vol un teer for the Wash ing ton County
Veterans Office.

Our mem ber ship con tin ues to grow, with more than 4,700 valid ad dresses cur rently on our mail ing ros ter.  In all we
have 5830 ad dresses.  My vi sion is for us to con tact as many men and women, who proudly served but are not yet mem -
bers, and en cour age them to par tic i pate in our or ga ni za tion.   Also, I feel a di a logue needs to be ini ti ated as to the fi nan -
cial fu ture of our pres ent funds upon the ar rival of the day when our as so ci a tion is no lon ger vi a ble.  Last, but not least,
our suc cess ful re unions are a pos i tive as pect of broth er hood, and my de sire is that they will continue under my term as
your President.

In clos ing, I am look ing for ward to this chal lenge, and will do my best to meet the ex pec ta tions of my fel low Charg ers.

Thank you.
David Eichhorn -President

196th LIB Pres i dents at tend 2nd An nual 196th In fan try Bri gade Luau

COL Mi chael Forsyth, the com mander of the ac tive duty 196th In fan try Bri gade in vited Past Pres i dent War ren Neill
and his wife, Carol, to at tend the Bri gade’s 2nd An nual Luau/Re union.   War ren was asked to be the Key note Speaker for
the eve ning.  Af ter suc cess ful ne go ti a tions with Carol, War ren asked our new Pres i dent, Da vid Eichhorn, to ac com pany
him.  Da vid had never been to Ha waii be fore and this would be a per fect op por tu nity for a meet and greet with the ac tive
duty soldiers of the Charger Brigade.

Upon ar rival Wednes day night they were met, with the ap pro pri ate Lei’s and Alo has, by the Bri gade XO, Bri gade
CSM, Bri gade S-2 and Mr. Allen “Doc” Hoe, Spe cial As sis tant to the Sec re tary of the Army for Ha waii.  “Doc” Hoe was
a medic for 2/1, 67-68.

“Doc” was the tour guide for Thurs day morn ing.  First stop was a state of the art train ing fa cil ity which was named in
honor of Mr. Hoe’s son, 1LT Nainoa Hoe, who was killed by a sniper’s bul let in Mosul, Iraq in 2005.  Iron i cally, at the
time of his death, 1LT Hoe was serv ing as a pla toon leader with the Char lie Ti gers of C 3/21, 25th Inf Div.  Da vid and
War ren were both mem bers of C 3/21 in Viet nam.  Da vid and War ren were in vited to go hands on with some of the lat est
and great est in ter ac tive elec tronic train ing equip ment avail able.  The equip ment al lows all the prin ci ple play ers of a unit
to per form their tasks, as a unit, un der sim u lated com bat con di tions in real time.  It builds unit co he sion and ef fec tive tac -
ti cal and com mu ni ca tions skills in a safe en vi ron ment which re in forces, through re pet i tive train ing, those skills which will 
en sure the lethality and sur viv abil ity of the unit un der ac tual com bat con di tions.  Then it was on to the Na tional Cem e tery 
of the Pa cific, known as the “Punchbowl”.  There lay the re mains of al most 53,000 vet er ans (and el i gi ble fam ily
members).  The cemetery itself is in the crater of a long extinct volcano.

Thurs day eve ning Da vid and War ren joined the COL & his wife, Maryellen, the XO and the CSM for an in for mal din -
ner and dis cus sion at the Aloha Tower in Ho no lulu.

Fri day morn ing Da vid and War ren went to Pearl Har bor and vis ited the USS Ar i zona Me mo rial.  On Fri day eve ning
the Luau was held at Camp Smith, HI.  Camp Smith is a US Ma rine Corps base and is the home for the US Pa cific Com -
mand (USPACOM).  There were ap prox i mately 50 Charg ers and guests at tend ing. Af ter a fine meal, and some lo cal Ha -
wai ian en ter tain ment, War ren pre sented his speech en ti tled “The Leg acy of the 196th In fan try”.  War ren & Da vid were
pre sented with Bri gade CO/CSM coins and the 196th LIB As so ci a tion was pre sented with a short, en graved, wooden Ha -
wai ian Spear com plete with shark’s teeth and feath ers.  The in scrip tion, flanked by a De part ment of the Army Logo and
196th Patch reads – 

196th In fan try Bri gade Pre sented to 196th In fan try Bri gade As so ci a tion
For Out stand ing Per for mance in Hold ing the Line & Keep ing the Leg acy

2nd An nual Bri gade Luau 7 March 2014 – “CHARG ERS – AHEAD OF THE REST”
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Min utes of 2013 Busi ness Meet ing
196th Light In fan try Bri gade As so ci a tion 

Hyatt Re gency Crys tal City Ho tel, Arlington, VA
9 AM, Sat ur day, 27 July 2013

Meet ing Called to Or der by Pres i dent War ren Neill
·Pledge of Al le giance
·Song by Stan Saas 
·In vo ca tion by Chap lain Ed Grif fin
·Greet ing and Wel come to First Tim ers
·Wel come Spe cial Guests – LTG Wetzel, BG Abrams, COL Forsythe, CSM Corbett and other ac tive duty 196th pres -

ent.
·In tro duc tion of Of fi cers
·Read ing of Min utes from 2009 Busi ness Meet ing held at Hilton Ho tel, Belle vue (Se at tle), WA
Mo tion to ac cept the Min utes as read/Sec onded/Ap proved
·Read ing of the Trea surer’s Re port
Mo tion to Ac cept the Trea surer’s re port as read /Sec onded/Ap proved

Old Busi ness
Do we con tinue par tial sup port for Son’s Mother (Son passed away Jan 2013) and add Sgt Cau (Kit Car son Scout with 

A 3/21) who lost his legs for the bal ance of our an nual con tri bu tion of $196.  
Mo tion to con tinue an nual con tri bu tion of $196 as long as these two in di vid u als have a need for our help/Sec -

onded/Ap proved

New Busi ness
·In tro duc tion of Guest Speaker Tim Tetz rep re sent ing the Viet nam Vet er ans Me -

mo rial Fund (VVMF) with a his tory of the VVMF and its fund rais ing cam paign for
Ed u ca tion Cen ter at The Wall Pro ject.  He also asked for any pho tos of US KIA’s
for dis play in the Ed u ca tion Cen ter’s “A Face for Ev ery Name” ex hibit.

·In tro duc tion of Guest Speaker BG
Creigh ton W Abrams, Jr rep re sent ing The
Army His tor i cal Foun da tion with a his tory
of the AHF and its fund rais ing cam paign
for the Na tional Mu seum of the United
States Army

A mo tion was made to do nate $10,000
to both the VVMF and the AHS/Sec -
onded/Ap proved

·2015 Re union to be held 30 Sep – 5
Oct, 2015 at Hilton Daytona Beach
Oceanfront Re sort.  Rooms are $94 per night/ Free Park ing.  Va let park ing will
be avail able for those who wish to use it for $8.50 per night.

·Pres i dent War ren Neill ac knowl edges the con tri bu tions made by VP Dave
Eichhorn for se cur ing 2015 re union site, Ken McKenzie for his con tin u ing ex cel -
lence with the news let ter and the website, Joe Mahoney for his help in set ting up
this year’s re union events, Ron Dougard for the ter rific job he did on the 2009
Post Re union Alaska Cruise, DAV, VVMF and Army His tor i cal Mu seum were

ac knowl edged for their con tin u ing ef forts on be half of 196th Sol diers, as well as all Vet er ans.

·The fellow with the big camera following us around for the last few days is Tom Sullivan, a videographer,

shooting footage for a documentary he is putting together on Vietnam Veterans and how important reunions are

BG Creigh ton W. Abrams, Jr.
The Army His tor i cal Foundation

Tim Tetz
VVMF
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to them.  He has promised to give us a DVD for our archives.  We hope to have it playing in the hospitality room

in Daytona Beach.

·Update on Ed & MaryAnn Zahn. (Mary Ann later passed away at home during reunion)

·President Warren Neill announced there are approximately 500 members in attendance at this reunion with an

expected 880 persons at tonight’s banquet
Elec tions

·President Neill declined nomination to continue as President but assured the new President and the membership

that he would mentor him as long as necessary.

Dave Eichhorn and Mike Timmerman were nominated and seconded from the floor.

·As we needed both a President and a VP the two candidates agreed to accept the outcome from the members that

the one with the most votes would be President and the other VP

Secret written ballot was held.
   
Results - Dave Eichhorn – President, Mike Timmerman – Vice President.

President-elect David Eichhorn appointed Warren Neill as Secretary and re-appointed Ken Wright as Treasurer. 
Ken McKenzie has agreed to continue as Newsletter Editor and Webmaster

Open Discussion

·None

Announcements

·Shuttles will be leaving for the ceremony at The Wall precisely at 1145 and 1300.

·Song Jim McCloughan

·Benediction by Chaplain Ed Griffin

Motion to Close/Seconded

President Warren Neill adjourned the meeting at 1030

Respectfully Submitted,

Warren R Neill Jr
In terim Sec re tary

Minutes of 2013 Business Meeting (continued)

TREA SURER'S RE PORT

As of April 9, 2014, the 196th As so ci a tion has the fol low ing funds:
Ed ward Jones Fund (in vest ment)     $57,237.58
Life Mem ber Fund                           $64,734.19
Check ing Ac count                            $30,897.81
                             To tal Funds       $152,869.58

Sub mit ted, Ken neth Wright, Trea surer
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We of ten are not no ti fied of a mem bers pass ing un til we get a no tice from the Post Of fice. If you have any in for ma tion
on the death of a 196th Brother, please send it to the Ed i tor.

Turner, Pat rick L., Feb, 2014, served with Recon Plt, D Com pany, 2/1, Pat rick was an orig i nal at Fort Devens and
Tay Ninh.
Grover, Larry, July 2013, served with B Com pany, 3/21, 1965-67.
Allen, (COL) Gary, Sept 15, 2013, Gary lost his bat tle with bone can cer on 15 Sept 2013. Gary was Pla toon Leader
in B-3/21, 1969. He was a Life Mem ber of the 196th LIB As so ci a tion and a Char ter Mem ber of the Gim let (21st Inf)
As so ci a tion. RIP Gary, you will be missed.
D'Aleo, (LT COL) Frank, Mar 4, 2009. Frank's son writes: "I am writ ing to in form you of the death of a Charger, my 
Dad. He was a Field Ar til lery of fi cer with the 3/82nd FA when the Bri gade was first sent to RVN in Au gust of 1966,
and was with them dur ing the for ma tion of the Bri gade at Fort Devens. He did a 2nd tour in Viet nam with the
Americal Di vi sion in 1969. My Dad died on his 73rd birth day af ter a long ill ness. (Frank D'Aleo III)
Nash, Jack, Sept 19, 1945-Sept 1, 2013, Jack served with 4th Plt, D-2/1 from 1965-1967. He was a Life Mem ber of
the 196th LIB As so ci a tion and at tended many re unions. Jack was orig i nally from Connecuticut, and most re cently
lived in Stowe, VT.
Hagen, Wil liam Frank, Aug 23, 2013. Frank served with an 81mm Mor tar Pla toon as part of the Americal un til they
stood down and the 196th went on its' own. He served in Nam from Au gust 1971 through June of 1972. He passed
from Leu ke mia, an other vic tim of Agent Or ange.
Womack, Terry T., feb 7, 2013, Terry served with Delta, 4/31 from Oct 1968 to Oct 1969. Terry passed from se vere
car diac ar rest. He re sided in Livingston, LA. Our thoughts and prayers are with his wife Deb bie and their fam ily.
But ler, Howard, May 7, 1946 - Dec 30, 2012. Howard served with Com pany A, 4/31 from Mar 1967 to Sept 1967.
He was from Co ram, NY.
Franz, Doug (Jiffy Pop), Sept 11, 1949 - Sept 30, 2012. Doug served as an NCO and Pla toon Sargeant with B-2/1 in
1969-70. He passed from pan cre atic can cer at age 63. He lived in Edmons, WA, and any one with ques tions may con -
tact Scott (Doc) Smith at 253-677-6790.

Eder, Stephen (Doc) Joseph, Dec 25, 1947 - Aug 14, 2012. Doc served in the Army from 1967 -
1973 and was a Med i cal Corps man with 2nd Pla toon, Delta Com pany, 4/31. He was sur vived by his
wife Debra, who he mar ried on Sept 15, 1975, chil dren Crys tal and Khristopher Sa rah, Todd and
Jennifer Edar and Traci and Ja son Farr, and grand chil dren. He had lived in Waxahchie, TX, and was a
mem ber of St. Jo seph cath o lic Church where he taught Cat e chism. He was also a mem ber of St. Vin -
cent DePaul and Waxahachie Care. In ter ment with mil i tary hon ors was held at the Dal las Fort Worth
Na tional Cem e tery.

Thomas, John, F., June 28, 1944 - Feb 20, 2012. John served with Com pany B, 2/1, dur ing 1966 and 1967. John was
a Life Mem ber of the 196th LIB As so ci a tion, and was Pres i dent of the Ohio Chap ter of the 196th. He passed from a
mas sive stroke and heart block age. He was pre par ing for an Ohio re union at the time, and his lead er ship will be missed 
by his friends and fam ily, and those who reg u larly at tend the Ohio gath er ing. John was from Conesville, OH.
Ad ams, Ju nior, May 19, 2013, served with A, 3/82 Arty, 1965-67.
Anton, Ste ven, Jan 18, 2013, served with 1st Pla toon, F-Troop 17th Cav, 1969-70.
Seyler, Larry, Oct 23, 1947 - Nov 8, 2010, Larry served as A-3/82 Arty FO to D-3/21 in 1967-68. He was from
Lyndhurst, NJ.
Hambelton, Mi chael, Un known date, Served with 3rd Pla toon, D-4/31 in 1969. He was from Parker, AZ.
Wil liams, Den nis W., Nov 23, 1945 - July 27, 2012, Den nis served with B-3/21 from 1965-1967. He was a Life
Mem ber of the 196th LIB As so ci a tion and was from Decatur, IN.
Fries III, Charles, Dec 27, 1946 - Mar 2, 2013, Served with 3rd Pla toon, F-Troop 17th Cav. Charles was a Life Mem -
ber of the 196th LIB As so ci a tion, and lived in In de pend ence, MO. He is sur vived by his wife Nancy.
Tucker, John, April 13, 2008. Served with D-4/31 in 1969-70. He was from Lyles, TN.

TAPS
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Angevine, LTC(RET) Rob ert C., Aug 25, 1925 - Feb 9, 2013. Rob ert was the 196th Bri gade Sig nal Of fi cer and
served from 1965-1967. He re sided in North, VA.
Ortega Sr., Eloy T., Dec 31, 1946 - Oct 1, 2012. Eloy served in 3rd Pla toon, C-3/21 from 1966-67. He was a Life
Mem ber of the 196th LIB As so ci a tion and lived in San An to nio, TX.
Marijanich, Den nis, Aug 29, 1945 - Dec 28, 2012. den nis served with C-3/82 Arty from 1967-68. He re sided in Lady 
Lake, FL with his wife Paula.
Conner, Terry R. (Tex), Un known date, served with F-Troop, 17th Cav in 1969-70.
Pena, Herman, Un known date, served in F-Troop, 17th Cav.
Fangrow, Da vid J., Un known date, served in F-Troop, 17th Cav.
Bush, Da vid L., Nov 1, 1942 - April 6, 2012. Da vid served with F-Troop, 17th Cav in 1965 - 1967. He re ceived a bat -
tle field com mis sion to Sec ond Lieu ten ant. Da vid was a Life Mem ber of the 196th LIB As so ci a tion, and lived in
Watertown, NY. 
Miller, Rich ard, May 14, 2012. He  served with F-Troop, 17th Cav from 1965-67. He re sided in East Lan sing, MI.
Col lins, Woodrow (Woody), Aug 4, 1947 - Feb 3, 2012. Woody served with B-2/1 from 1971-72. Woody was a Life
Mem ber of the 196th LIB As so ci a tion and re sided in Roper, NC.
Proffitt, Crockett "Cap", June 21, 1948 - Mar 2014, Lt."Cap" served as a pla toon leader with C, 4/31 in 1968-89. He 
was a Life Mem ber of the 196th LIB As so ci a tion, and re sided in Ellingwood, KS.
Moyer, Don ald Alan, July 10, 2005. Don ald served with B, 3/21 from 1965-67. He had a Mas ters in Busi ness Admin
and was the Ben e fits Co or di na tor at Dunlop Corp. He is sur vived by his wife of 39 years, Sophie, and two chil dren
and three grand chil dren. He loved camp ing and was re turn ing home when he had a mas sive heart at tack.
Boss, Edwin (Eddie), Mar 13, 1945 - April 2, 2014. Eddie served with 1st Pla toon, A Com pany (Go-Go), 4/31 from
1965-66. Eddie was a Life Mem ber of the 196th LIB As so ci a tion and at tended many, if not all, of the re unions along
with his son John. He re sided in Summitville, NY. He will be missed by all, es pe cially his "A" Com pany bud dies.

TAPS

THE ED U CA TION CEN TER
AT THE WALL

Spon sored by the Viet nam Vet er ans Me mo rial Fund

The Ed u ca tion Cen ter at The Wall will give con text to
the names on The Wall and en hance the Me mo rial ex pe ri -
ence for cur rent and fu ture gen er a tions by teach ing about
the Viet nam War, its na tional sig nif i cance and the im pact of 
The Wall on Amer i can cul ture.

The facility's ex hib its will in clude a dig i tal wall of pho -
to graphs and the sto ries of those who gave their lives dur ing 
the Viet nam War, a se lec tion of the more than 400,000
items that have been left at The Wall, a timeline of the Viet -
nam Era and a his tory of The Wall it self.

The 196th As so ci a tion, at its 2013 Re union in Wash ing -
ton, DC, do nated $10,000 to this pro ject. 

The pro ject has bro ken ground near The Wall, and is still 
in the midst of rais ing $85 mil lion to com plete the Ed u ca -
tion Cen ter.

Any con tri bu tions are tax de duct ible, and can be tied di -
rectly to a pic ture and name on The Wall.

The Cen ter is still look ing for pho to graphs of each sol -
dier who lost his life. For more in for ma tion on do nat ing:

www.BuildTheCenter.org

IN MEM ORY OF MARY ANN ZAHN

For those of you who were priv i leged to know Mary
Ann Zahn, wife of our long time Sec re tary, Ed Zahn of
A, 3/21, 1965-67, she lost her bat tle with can cer on Au -
gust 16, 2013. All who knew her will miss her greatly.
The As so ci a tion ex tends its sym pa thy to Ed and his fam -
ily at their loss.

Be fore I left for the re union, back in July, I got a call
from Ed to tell me that they would n't be at tend ing, so he
could stay and be with Mary Ann. Carol and I will miss
her greatly. She was a sweet per son with an in fec tious
smile. 

She would sort out Ed's cryp tic notes from the meet -
ings and turn them into some thing use able as min utes. If
truth be known, I think she was the real Sec re tary all
those years.

You can of fer your con do lences to Ed at his e-mail:
edzahn@norwaymi.com.

War ren Neill, Past-Pres i dent
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LRRP AT TACKED

By way of in tro duc tion I am Mike Twomey. I was Ar -
til lery Li ai son Of fi cer to the 4/31 Inf. on LZ West from
Jan-Apr, 1970 and then com manded Char lie Bat tery,
3/82nd FA and with it FSB Si be ria from May-Oct that
year. Stayed in the Re serves af ter four years of ac tive duty
and re tired as a LTC in the early 1990s. I’m now a mostly
re tired law yer liv ing in Tal la has see, where I have been
since com ing back from Vietnam.

I’ve been ac tive in the Americal As so ci a tion for a num -
ber of years, in clud ing a Facebook page they have now.
Jay Flanagan, who runs the Facebook page has been post -
ing KIAs in the di vi sion that oc curred a given day and ir -
re spec tive of the year. I try to read them on a daily ba sis
and find out more about the in di vid u als and ac tions in -
volved when I have time. 

Re cently I ob served six mem bers of E Com pany, 51st
Inf. were killed in a sin gle day in 1968. I know they were
the 196th’s LRP unit and usu ally op er ated in teams of six,
which would have meant the en tire team was lost in one
event. Done some Internet searches but have had no luck
in find ing out more about the spe cific ac tion and wanted to 
ask if any one knew.

The names of the six are below.
ALLEN TERRY ER NEST SP4
DAVIDSON JAMES RICH ARD SGT
HERNANDEZ RAMON SANCHEZ SP4
JONSSON RON ALD BRYNIEL SGT
LENTZ ED WARD MAR TIN SSG
TORRES JOSE ENRIQUE SP4

04-Mar-68 LRP HELEN AT TACKED AT DAWN
WHILE BLOCK ING NVA TRAIL, 8 KM N-NE OF
HIEP DUC VIL LAGE 51ST Inf. E CO 

Best re gards, 
Mike Twomey, miketwomey@talstar.com

NEED COP IES OF OR DERS

I am a vet eran who served with 196th and Delta Co.
3/21 in Viet nam 1971-72 un til Au gust 11, 1972. I have
ques tions con cern ing events dur ing this era, such as A Co.
be ing hit by “friendly” fire - I re mem ber that very well,
and other facts con cern ing things that hap pened. Also, we
WERE still out in the bush/field dur ing Spring Easter Of -
fen sive of 1972 and in bush up to shortly be fore D 3/21
left on Au gust 11th (I think). 

I would like to con tact some one who still may have
CIB and Air Med als pa per work dur ing that time as mine
got lost, but I still have the ‘hard’ met als - I would like to
have those med als added to my DD214 since they ran us
through Oak land like cat tle and some of my med als, such
as CIB (which I am most proud of) did not get on my
DD214. 

Please reply with any assistance that you can! 
William J. Phillips (B.J.)  

420 Davidson Ct., Lexington, KY, 40508

196th WEB SITE

The 196th Light In fan try Bri gade As so ci a tion has its
own Internet do main. Please visit the website at:

www.196th.org
You can also leave a mes sage on the 196th Website
Guestbook at: www.196th.org to search for friends or in -
for ma tion. Make sure you leave con tact in for ma tion such
as an e-mail ad dress,  or phone num ber. When leav ing an
e-mail ad dress, use “at” in stead of the @ sign to pre vent
spammers from get ting your e-mail ad dress. 

DOGTAG FOUND

A group that re cov ers dogtags from Viet nam and re -
turns them to the sol dier or the fam ily has re cov ered a
dogtag for John Aloysius Gillen. John was a medic, prob a -
bly C 8th Sup port, as signed to HHC 2/1 or one of the 2/1
line com pa nies, and his Home of Re cord was Chi cago, IL.
John was KIA on 24 May 1969 in Quang Tin Prov ince.

If any one knows of his fam ily; please con tact 
LTC Greg ory Da vis
greg ory.davis16.mil.mail.mil
or
www.topvietnamveterans.org/dog-tags.html

LOOK ING FOR OR DERS

Wil liam Jo seph Phillips, nick name "BJ" is look ing for
any one that might have cop ies of or ders for CIB or Air
Med als that might con tain his name.

Wil liam served with:
C, 3/21 (1/72-6/72)
D, 3/21 (6/72-8-72, Task Force Gim let)
If you can help, please con tact him at:

Wil liam Jo seph Phillips
2873 Win ter Gar den Apt 1
Lexington, KY 40517-4179
(859) 533-6722
bj196321@gmail.com
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MAIL CALL

LOOK ING FOR TWO WOUNDED

My name is Bob Spangler. I was a Com bat Cor re spon -
dent with the 10th Pub lic In for ma tion De tach ment. 

We were at tached to the 196th LIB at Hawk Hill. I was
there from May 1970 to April 1971.

My first as sign ment in the bush was with Char lie Com -
pany, 3rd/21st on a search and de stroy mis sion in Happy
Val ley. The first day ended with 1st Pla toon set tling for
the eve ning on the side of a tri ple can opy cov ered hill that
had been ter raced prob a bly a hun dred years ear lier. I was
as signed to the Com mand Post, but there was n’t enough
room for ev ery one on the same ter race. I vol un teered to
move up to the next ter race. I bent over to place my cam -
era un der my steel pot for the night, when a new 1st Lieu -
ten ant (on his 1st mis sion in the bush as a pla toon leader)
set off a booby trap on the ter race be low me. Five Amer i -
cans and a Viet nam ese Kit Carson Scout were wounded.

These five men were all around me and all were
wounded while I es caped with out a scratch. I’m send ing a
copy of my book, “In the Shadow of Dan ger: Pho to graphs
of the Viet nam War 1970-71" to each of the wounded vet -
erans that I track down. This is my small way of say ing
”Thank You!!"

The date of the booby trap in ci dent was Au gust 31,
1970. Any as sis tance you could pro vide would be greatly
ap pre ci ated. The book fea tures pho tos of Char lie Company 
on the day of the booby trap in ci dent and on the days fol -
low ing the incident.

The R.W. Norton Art Gal lery in Shreve port, Lou i si ana
pro duced an ex hibit of 80 pho to graphs from my col lec tion
of Viet nam war pho tos. The book is a cat a log of the ex -
hibit. It is my hope and prayer that these books can help
bring clo sure and heal ing to these men just as the ex hibit
did in 2012 for many vets.

I’ve tracked down three of the wounded vets, but I’m
still search ing for 1st Lt. Mi chael E. Henderson (the new
pla toon leader) and SFC Ed ward L. Moon. If you could
as sist me in lo cat ing these two men, I would like to make
con tact by e-mail, tele phone or snail mail.

Thanks in ad vance,

Bob Spangler (for merly Sp5 Rob ert A. Spangler)
2806 Tryon Road
Longview, Texas 75605
bob.a.spangler@gmail.com
903-553-1427 

196TH PLAQUE

Warren:
It was in deed a great plea sure to be once again with our 

196th. Broth ers. I per son ally thank you for all the ter rific
work you put in for the last I be lieve 12 years. I know you
will al ways be avail able for con sult ing in the fu ture.

At tached are the pic tures I took in the Mu seum at the
Tomb of the Un known Sol dier. 

I, also would like to thank you for al low ing me to ad -
dress the Group at our Sat ur day Morn ing meet ing, shar ing
my cur rent Tour Guide Po si tion at the New Jer sey Viet -
nam Vet er ans Me mo rial Foun da tion, and in vit ing each and 
ev ery mem ber to visit this wonderful venue. 

Hope all is well for you and your fam ily for the fu ture.

Very Best Regards,

Jim McGinnis, Tour Guide 
New Jer sey Viet nam Vet er ans Me mo rial Foun da tion
Recon Scout, Ra dio Call Sign: Ro meo 1-1

196th Plaque at the Mu seum Tomb of the Un known Sol dier
Arlington Cemetery

CON TACT WITH HIS BROTH ERS

Lyle Dewitt, A, 4/31,65-67 has leu ke mia and ar thri tis
and would like to hear from some of his broth ers.

4639 James Ave, Cas tro Val ley, CA 94546-2445
(510) 269-3844
e-mail: skodaman@juno.com

mailto:bob.a.spangler@gmail.com
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NEED HELP RE MEM BER ING

As we get older our mem o ries fade. Does any one re -
mem ber us. I served with B, 3/21 from June 1967 to No -
vem ber 1967, and I'm try ing to re call the name of the
per son on the left. His last name is Schmid.

You can con tact me at:
Pe ter Savoca
petsavo@comcast.net  or  (954) 475-9011

? Schmid        Pe ter Savoca (PJ)            Philip(?) Schmitt

MAIL CALL

PHO TOS SAVED

I've been in volved in pho tog ra phy since young adult -
hood and had a dark room from the be gin ning. I used to
moon light at lo cal ro deos and sold prints to the rid ers.
While in Viet nam I had a good 35mm half-frame cam era,
but I lost the cam era, film, my dog tags, and my weapon
when I caught ma laria. On R&R I bought an other 35 mm
cam era.

Back in the 1970's I vol un teered (hung out) at Pa cific
Ra dio KPFT and in gra ti ated my self by giv ing away my
pho tos to the staff and DJs. I was in vited into the on-air
stu dio when they had mu si cians or an in ter view with a no -
ta ble, and I got to tag along on off-site events. 

Since they had a website, I vol un teered to scan dig i tize
the pho tos for them and got a good ed u ca tion to fi nally
dig i tize my Viet nam pho tos.

Joseph Dan Hollis, E-2/1 Recon, 3rd Squad

Dan has al lowed the 196th to use his pho tos pro vided
they are at trib uted to him. We will run some in fu ture is -
sues as well. There is a large group, many around "Happy
Val ley" and OP Dragon dur ing 1968. Here are a few:

Don Hollis

Phil Pilletier, Phil Mendosa, Mi chael Green ,?,  Dan Hollis

OP Dragon
"Andy" An der son, Roy Feinauer, Ed Locker, Mi chael Green
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By: John Shoe maker

It hap pens ev ery year. Me mo rial Day yanks me back in 
time. 

For a sol dier, if you must die, let it not hap pen in a he -
li cop ter or plane. 

“I can’t fight back if I’m stuck in a tin can. At least
give me a fight ing chance”, I re mem ber wish ing to my self.

Last sum mer, I heard the news again and it was like a
bolt of light ning strik ing the top of my head and reach ing
down into my stom ach leav ing me feel ing just sick. It was
déjà vu. 

On Au gust 6, 2011, an Army CH-47 Chi nook he li cop -
ter car ry ing our fin est war fight ers in the moun tains of Af -
ghan i stan was shot down and all 30 Amer i can lives were
lost. SEAL Team 6 had 22 of its elite mem bers on board
that air craft.

It was not the first time and it will not be the last. 
This is a story with a twist.
We had stormed into the Kham Duc Val ley with a ven -

geance. It is just east of one of the main in fil tra tion routes,
the Ho Chi Minh Trail, into South Viet nam from Laos.
He li cop ters filled the skies. More than a bat tal ion of US
Army and other units from the South Viet nam ese Army
com bined to re es tab lish our pres ence in an area lost dur ing 
the Tet Of fen sive. Over a thou sand men came armed to the 
teeth and look ing for some “pay back”.

It was an area full of jun gle, moun tains, rivers and en -
emy sol diers. 

Most im por tant, we came to re trieve the re mains of
some Spe cial Forces, “Green Be rets”, lost dur ing a bit ter
bat tle when 120 al lied sol diers were re port edly sur rounded 
by 5,000 of the en emy. 

Af ter a cou ple months, our mis sion was ac com plished.
We had re trieved the re mains of our fallen Green Be rets
and con ducted nu mer ous pa trols re sult ing in skir mishes
with the NVA with lop sided re sults. Scores of the en emy
were killed. One at tack by sappers try ing to hit Al pha Bat -
tery with their how it zers re sulted in 16 en emy dead in just
a few min utes.

 The bucket of a front-end loader manned by the
Seabees re pair ing the air strip was filled with the en emy
dead and bur ied them in one mass grave. Doz ens more
would fol low the same fate.

Mis sion com plete, it was time to leave. 

I was a pla toon leader of one of the two pla toons of the
196th In fan try that was guard ing the old Green Be ret air -
strip as other units were loaded up and flown out by he li -
cop ter. 

We were all mov ing to a new firebase called “LZ
Judy”, 49 miles south west of DaNang. It was a small
moun tain with most of the top cleared off and bunk ers dug 
around the per im e ter and the how it zers in the cen ter. LZ
Judy had a com mand ing po si tion over look ing the val leys
be low.

Even as a para trooper, I never liked get ting on a he li -
cop ter of any kind, es pe cially a Chi nook. Hav ing made

War and Fire in the Moun tains

Lt. John Shoe maker, Pla toon Leader, Third Pla toon, Bravo
Com pany, 2/1,  in a char ac ter is tic pose.

Lt. Shoe maker and Third Pla toon at Kham Duc



13

over 26 com bat air as saults into en emy ter ri tory in my first 
five months, I just could not shake the help less feel ing get -
ting into them. The worst is dur ing take-off and land ing,
know ing it could be your metal cof fin.

Fi nally, our turn came to leave. All we could do was
scram ble as fast as pos si ble when the rear tail gate low ered, 
get on board, and pray it would take off IM ME DI ATELY.
No de lay. Ev ery one yelled, “Go. Go. Go!”

I am sure we were all pray ing to our selves to get “lift
off” be fore the en emy gets a chance to shoot. Then you
chant to your self, “climb, baby, climb, fast, faster!”

Right be hind my de par ture was the last pla toon to leave 
Kham Duc. They were board ing their Chi nook, along with 
a mor tar squad, when it was fran ti cally re ported that some
clay mores and other ex plo sives were left be hind by mis -
take. Their Lieu ten ant took re spon si bil ity and went back
for them. 

Not to de lay de par ture, he told the pi lot to take off
with out him. An other small he li cop ter hov er ing above
would surely come down to get him. 

I heard the chat ter on the ra dio. A cou ra geous de ci sion, 
I thought, as he was vir tu ally the last Amer i can sol dier on
the ground with en emy all around. 

We were sec ond last to leave Kham Duc and sec ond
last to ar rive at LZ Judy. 

As the lum ber ing Chi nook, heavily loaded with my
Pla toon and sup plies, slowed for the land ing on the top
ridge line lead ing up to LZ
Judy, it lurched with its
backend drop ping down and 
then slowly it lev els off and
low ers down ward with the
huge twin pro pel lers nois ily
slic ing the air.

When the rear door
opened, we raced out as fast
as pos si ble even while
loaded down with packs,
weap ons, ammo and other
gear. 

Whew! We made it. Re -
lief sweeps over us. In the
dis tance, we could hear the
song by Bobby Sherman,
“Julie, Julie, Do you love
me?” blar ing from a por ta ble 
ra dio. We sub sti tuted the
words with Judy, Judy…

We started mov ing up

Judy slowly in the sear ing heat and hu mid ity car ry ing our
loads. 

Right be hind us was that last Chi nook com ing in to un -
load the pla toon - with out its Lieu ten ant. 

I turned and waved vig or -
ously at my guys to move up
so we would not cre ate a gag -
gle. I watched in awe as the
huge in bound Chi nook
slowed, strain ing un der its
load, and try ing to level off
for the land ing.

Then it hap pened.
The tell-tale “rat-tat-tat” of 

a lone en emy’s AK-47 au to -
matic weapon fir ing two
dozen bul lets di rectly into the
belly of the Chi nook made it
stum ble be fore drop ping
back wards and cap siz ing just
a few hun dred feet be low us. 

When it hit the tree tops it
ex ploded in a mas sive fire ball. 
The twin ro tary blades broke
off and hurled at us like boo -
mer angs, kill ing and wound -

Chi nook com ing in for a land ing at LZ Judy

Smoke from the crashed Chi nook

War and Fire in the Mountains (continued)
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go down to the crash site with the Graves Reg is tra tion per -
son nel; we loaded about 22 body bags with what was left.

For sure, lucky sur vi vors of war will al ways re mem ber
and give thanks. This time is no dif fer ent. Those who did
not come back are the true heroes, as has been said many
times be fore. 

And the song re mains riv et ing…”Judy, Judy, Do you
love me?”

For me, on this Me mo rial Day and ev ery day, I hum the 
song and then whis per, “Oh, yes, we love you”. 

ing sev eral try ing to get up the slopes of LZ Judy. 
One man – the door gun ner – ac tu ally jumped out of

the Chi nook as it was fall ing from the sky. He fell over a
hun dred feet and crashed through the trees be fore hit ting
the ground.

In a lit tle bub ble-like he li cop ter we called a LOACH,
try ing to catch up and car ry ing the pla toon’s Lieu ten ant,
he peered down to see that his en tire pla toon was gone. A
huge plume of smoke rose high off the moun tain. I could
only imag ine his thoughts. 

31 died that day, Au gust 26, 1970, on LZ Judy. Mor -
tars on board kept ex plod ing and the flames were so in -
tense that we could not go near it for the rest of the day
and through the night. 

Im me di ately, all hell broke loose, with the Chi nook ex -
plo sions shak ing the ground, Chi nook pieces land ing all
around us, the Bat tal ion’s how it zers opened up with rapid
fire to rake the moun tain side hop ing to get the sus pected
sniper.

But it was over. Some of us were very lucky. The re al -
iza tion of what just hap pened hit me hard and lin gers still. 

The door gun ner who jumped out was mi rac u lously the 
only sur vi vor.  

It was a sol emn night with out sleep on the moun tain as
the crack ling fire raged be low us. Soon my pla toon had to

Af ter two days, in spect ing the site for re mains.

Car ing for the wounded on the ground who were hit by 
frag ments from the Chi nook

War and Fire in the Mountains (continued)

Re cov ery
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This report was not received in time to include in the last newsletter. The 196th Association encourages smaller units or
regional groups to hold reunions on the off-years when there is no national 196th reunion. The Ohio Chapter has been
active and holding off-year reunions for many years.

OHIO RE UNION RE PORT

This past July 13-15, 2012, the Ohio Chap ter of the 196th LIB had our Bi en nial Re union in Coshocton, Ohio. 
Sev eral mem bers came in on Fri day night, July 13th for the meat-and-greet at the Coshocton Vil lage Inn and Suites.

Sev eral brought their mem o ra bilia to share and a lot of catch ing up was done over food and drinks. Even though it is the
“Ohio” Chap ter, mem bers came from all over the East ern and Mid west ern U.S.A. We had guys from New Jer sey, Geor -
gia, Vir ginia, Mich i gan, In di ana, and West Vir ginia to name a few. Two vet er ans had not spo ken to each other in 46
years.

Sat ur day was a day for sight-see ing and vis it ing, with our 
Chap ter meet ing held at the Rain bow Hills Vine yard at 6:00
PM. We en joyed an out door grilled steak, and all the fixings.

We ate in an out door shel ter, which we shared with a
bridal shower group. The la dies were wound up by the time
we got there (I think the wine helped)! A few of our mem -
bers got in volved and one even danced for them. I won’t say
who, but Tony Ghisalberti knows all about it. We had 36
mem bers and sev eral spouses en joy the food and fel low ship
to gether.

It was, how ever, a bit ter-sweet re union as our Pres i dent
for 2010-2012, John Thomas, had just passed away leav ing
an empty spot at our ta ble and in our hearts. John had started
the ball roll ing on the re union, so Vice-Pres i dent Ray
Bechtol and I just picked it up and con tin ued.

War ren Neill, our Na tional Pres i dent, spoke about the fu -
ture of the 196th and his plans and dreams for the As so ci a -
tion.

Chris Miller spoke on the is sue of POW & MIA’s. Her
brother was a pi lot and was listed as MIA in Viet nam in the
mid-six ties. Her fam ily has never been able to have clo sure
as to what be came of his re mains or fate.

We voted in the fol low ing as the 2013-2014 of fi cers:
John Lynch, Pres i dent
Dale Flickinger, Vice-Pres i dent
Rob ert Dalzell, Sec re tary/Trea surer
Our next re union will be held in Mich i gan in 2014. For more in for ma tion watch the 196th website, or con tact me at:
Rob ert C. “Dizzy” Dalzell
14153 CR 294
Conesville, OH 43811
(740) 829-2720

OHIO CHAP TER RE UNION 2012
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Col o nel Fran cis S. Conaty, Jr.
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Col. Fran cis S. Conaty, Jr., USA, Ret., of Arlington,
Va., age 93, passed away peace fully at home sur rounded
by his loved ones, on Sep tem ber 23, 2013. 

The only son of Lt. Col. and Mrs. Fran cis S. Conaty,
Fran cis Jr. was born in Rockville, IL on May 15, 1920. He 
was pre ceded in death by his cher ished wife of 66 years,
Carol Clay ton Conaty. 

He is sur vived by their six chil dren, Mrs. Pa tri cia
McNamara, Mrs. Ceci Dittmar, Mr. Chip Conaty, Mr. Phil
Conaty, Mr. Pete Conaty, and Mrs. Peggy Pisciotta and
their re spec tive spouses. Ad di tion ally he had 16 grand chil -
dren, 21 great-grand chil dren, and a large ex tended fam ily,
all of whom were trea sured dearly. 

He proudly served 30 years in the US Army, a vet eran
of WWII and the Viet nam War. A true pa triot, he is a hero
and in spi ra tion to all who knew and loved him. He was 
bur ied with Full Mil i tary Hon ors at Arlington Na tional
Cem e tery. Per sonal trib utes and pho tos may be posted at
www.murphyfuneralhomes.com (search un der his name). 

In lieu of flow ers, do na tions may be made to The Cit a -
del Schol ar ship Fund or to a charity of your choice.

Col. Conaty was a mem ber of the 1940 class at The
Cit a del and was com mis sioned a sec ond Lieu ten ant in the
U.S. Army Re serve one year af ter his grad u a tion on June

1, 1940.
The son of a ca reer sol dier, Col. Conaty came on ac tive 

duty in Sep tem ber 1941 and he com manded a mech a nized
cav alry unit of the Americal Di vi sion in the Asi atic Pa cific 
The ater dur ing World War II.

Col. Conaty served as an in fan try ad vi sor in Tur key
dur ing the Ko rean con flict, and from 1960 to 1964 he
served on the Army Staff in Wash ing ton, D.C., in both the
Of fice of the Chief, Re search and De vel op ment; and the
Of fice of the Army Chief of Staff.

His next as sign ment was as the se nior ad vi sor for the
9th Viet nam ese Inf Di vi sion in 1964 and 1965.

Col. Conaty as sumed com mand of the 2nd Bri gade 5th
In fan try Di vi sion (M) at Fort Devens, Mas sa chu setts in
Au gust 1965. One month later he was named to com mand
the newly-ac ti vated 196th Light In fan try Bri gade. Col.
Conaty over saw readiness of the Bri gade dur ing their
ten-plus months of train ing, and then led the Bri gade to
Viet nam.

 When the troops of the 196th landed at Vung Tau, they 
were sur prised that Gen eral Westmoreland, Com mander of 
U.S. Forces in Viet nam, had or dered the re place ment of
their bri gade Com mander, Col o nel Fran cis S. Conaty, with 
Bri ga dier Gen eral De Saussure. Col o nel Conaty be came
the 196th’s tem po rary Dep uty Com mander. Al though a
Col o nel could com mand a Bri gade at tached to a Di vi sion,
Gen. Westmoreland thought a Sep a rate Bri gade should be
com manded by a Gen eral Of fi cer.

Col. Conaty be came the com mander of the 1st Bri gade, 
25th In fan try Di vi sion in Cu Chi, but was called back to
tem po rarily take com mand of the 196th when Gen. De
Saussure proved less than ef fec tive dur ing Op er a tion
Attleboro.

Col o nel Conaty's dec o ra tions in clude the Le gion of
Merit, Bronze Star with "V" De vice and Oak Leaf Clus ter, 
Pur ple Heart and two Air Med als.

Col o nel Conaty's de vo tion to the 196th led him to as -
sist in es tab lish ing the 196th As so ci a tion, and he was hon -
ored by the ac tive duty 196th In fan try with the ti tle of
Hon or ary Col o nel of the Bri gade when the 196th was re -
ac ti vated in Ha waii. The 196th As so ci a tion named him
Hon or ary Pres i dent and Life Mem ber.

The Col o nel and his wife came to re unions as long as
they were able. His last re union was in Wash ing ton, DC in 
July 2013 where he met the 196th Bri gade at The Wall for
our me mo rial cer e mony. In one of his fi nal acts, he rose
from his wheel chair, wav ing off as sis tance, to sa lute his
troops. He died at 93 shortly there af ter. He will be missed
by all who knew and loved him.

Col o nel Fran cis S. Conaty, Jr.

Col. Fran cis S. Conaty Jr.
May 15, 1920 - Sep tem ber 23, 2013
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1/8/2013
It is with a heavy heart that I re port to you the sud den

death of my “lit tle girl”, Son, at 8:30 PM Sunday, Viet nam 
time. Her fu neral ser vice and burial was 9:00 AM Tues -
day, Viet nam time. 

Cau’s first food and med i cine de liv ery was Tues day
Jan 1, at which time he learned that Son, though in bed
most of the time, had been eat ing well and tak ing her med -
i ca tion on sched ule. At my re quest, Cau asked Son’s
mother if she would like to have ducks for the coop that
we had built. Her re sponse was pos i tive. Af ter learn ing
that she was ly ing in bed so much, Cau and I went to work 
try ing to find some one to help Son get up and around. Her
mother is now just in ca pa ble of the task in volved.

Cau was given the “go” to pur chase the Thai Ducks.
When he re turned to Son’s house with the ducks on Fri -
day, he found that Son had not eaten for three days and
stopped tak ing her med i ca tion one day prior. Af ter im me -
di ately be ing con tacted with this trou bling news, I asked
Cau to see about get ting Son to a med i cal fa cil ity ASAP.
Some thing was ter ri bly wrong and, with out food or med i -
ca tion, the out come was cer tain. Cau and I emailed back
and forth non-stop, seek ing the so lu tion. A doc tor vis it ing
Son found low blood pres sure and gave her an in jec tion of
some sort. But, I knew that the only log i cal al ter na tive was 
to get her to a hos pi tal. While we were fran ti cally work ing
on all of this, Son slipped away.

We just could n’t seem to re verse the phys i cal toll cre -
ated by many years of med i cal ne glect and mal nu tri tion. I
take con so la tion, though, know ing that your kind ness and
car ing brought long-lost smiles back to Son’s face and
sun shine into her pre vi ously dreary ex is tence. For the last

two years of her life, she had food to eat, re ceived med i cal
at ten tion, and felt spe cial. You should have seen her face
aglow when I pre sented the Ver sailles Pol icy and Cop per
River Re cord news pa per ar ti cles con tain ing her photo and
story. Folks, maybe we could n’t achieve that for which we 
had strived, but we showed Son that we cared. And she
died know ing such. We made a world of difference…

Son’s mother, a sweet, hum ble, and ap pre cia tive lady,
is my only liv ing con nec tion to Son. I ad mit that there’s a
soft spot in my heart for this dear per son. My thought is to
con tinue, with Cau as de liv ery per son, sup ply ing food for
her. I have n’t cal cu lated the monthly cost, but es ti mate it
to run about $25. To say that she has en dured a tough life
is an un der state ment. So, my thought is con tinue sup ply -
ing food at a cost of ap prox i mately $25/month...83 cents a
day.

I wish to send a huge “thank you” to ev ery one who has
con trib uted in my ef fort of make a better life for Son and
her mother. We cre ated smiles, bright ness, and beauty in
Son’s life.
2/11/13

Just a few days ago, Cau made a food de liv ery to The,
read a note from me, and pre sented pho tos that I had
mailed. 

Cau writes:

“She is miss ing about her daugh ter very much.
I showed her all your pic tures and trans lated your let ter
into Viet nam ese, she was very emo tion to lis ten what I talk 
with her and her Son. She said your let ter, pic tures and my 
vis it ing ev ery month will be a grain of com fort to her and
her grand chil dren. I burned some in cense smoke on Son’s
ta ble to pray for the ven er ated soul of those de parted. I
will of fer flow ers to Son‘s trea sured mem ory af ter Tet hol -
i day....”

Son's Story Up date
By: Neil Hannan

In the last news let ter, we ran a story about how Neil Hannan 
found the young girl whose life he saved in 1968, and the ef -

forts he has made to as sist her.
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As you can see in the pho to, much work went into
Son’s rest ing place. 

Cau will be go ing back to The’s place to visit, place
flow ers on Son’s grave, and pres ent Tet Hol i day “lucky
money” (a Viet nam ese tra di tion...maybe five cents per
child). I have trans ferred ad e quate funds to cover the re -
cent food de liv ery, Tet Hol i day cakes and happy money
for The’s grand chil dren, flow ers for Son’s grave, and re -
im burse ment to Cau for the duck and sleep ing mat pur -
chase.... one month’s food for The $30, ducks $25,
sleep ing mat $5, Tet lucky money/cakes for The’s grand -
chil dren and flow ers for Son’s grave $15...$75 total.

4/12/13
First of all, Son’s mother has been re ceiv ing a monthly

sup ply of food and a small amount of money for the pur -
pose of pur chas ing fresh fruits and veg e ta bles. Al though
griev ing the loss of her daugh ter, The seems to be hang ing
in there and will hope fully find peace and tran quil ity
through out the lat ter years of her life. She has en dured a
tough one. Through your do na tions, we were able to have
flow ers placed on Son’s grave and gifts pre sented to The’s 
grand chil dren dur ing the Tet Hol i day. Cau, as usual, han -
dled it all with ef fec tive ness, class, and grace.

Re mem ber Duong, the fel low who lives near Son’s
house and who lost both legs dur ing the war? Al though
sub se quent to my de par ture from the field, he served with
my pla toon, that be ing 2nd pla toon, Com pany A, 3/21 In -
fan try, 196th Light In fan try Bri gade. Duong has been liv -
ing in a rus tic shack since his wounds forced the
am pu ta tion of both legs. Crawl ing around his bar ren quar -
ters, his ex is tence has been one of mis ery and, I think,
shame. Hav ing served with Amer i can troops, he was cast
aside by the vic tors, ig nored, and ba si cally for got ten. It is
more than mildly dis turb ing that this brave sol dier has
been treated with such dis dain. So, I’ve been work ing on
your be half to at tempt to right, at least to a de gree, this
wrong. Through cor re spon dence with Cau, it was learned
that Duong, con fined to his lit tle hut, is very much in need
of a fan to re duce the ef fect of the ex treme heat. So, I ap -
proved the pur chase of a very high-qual ity fan. Cau im me -
di ately set to work, ef fect ing the pur chase and de liv ery.
It’s hard to put a price on the smile on Duong’s face in the
at tached photo. The fan was just $16. Your donations are
working wonders.

For the past cou ple months, I have been re search ing
sources of hand-driven carts. My best choice was a
high-qual ity unit from P.E.T., a non-profit U. S. or ga ni za -
tion that pro duces great carts with vol un teer la bor and pro -
vides them at no cost.

The cart has re cently been picked up by “Tex”, who
guides groups on re turn trips to Viet nam, and stored in
DaNang. Soon the cart will be taken to Cau’s house. In a
few days, Tex will be guid ing a 196th Light In fan try Group 
on a re turn trip. Cau and these re turn ing vet er ans will pres -
ent the cart to Duong, who is com pletely un aware of
what’s coming.

Son's Story (continued)
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Son’s mother, The, will con tinue to re ceive monthly
food. Son is gone, but her im pact can not be mea sured. Her 
plight has brought us all to gether and the re sult ing good -
will, car ing, and hap pi ness en dures. Our ef forts are chang -
ing lives, right ing wrongs, and giving hope.
5/22/13

Duong now has per sonal trans por ta tion for the first
time since be ing wounded over 40 years ago. When learn -
ing, how ever, that the trail from his house to the road was
in ad e quate for use of the cart, I asked Cau to eval u ate the
sit u a tion. Duong now has not only a new cart but ce ment
ac cess to the main road. A fan, food, trans por ta tion, and a
new con crete trail are now in place thanks to your
generous donations.

2/23/14
Cau re ports that The, 92 years of age, seems to be do -

ing fairly well. How ever, she is com plain ing of “pain in -
side her left stom ach”. With a fo cus on Son, we have not
tended to The’s med i cal needs. It seems that we should
make an ef fort to have her trans ported to a med i cal fa cil ity 
for a check-up. I’ve asked Cau to look into mak ing such
ar range ments. At my re quest, he ex pressed to The my in -
tent to visit her this fall. 

It looks like Duong has a chance of get ting a qual ity
U.S.-made P.E.T hand-driven cart this year. Thanks to
D.O.V.E Fund, a non-profit or ga ni za tion that does amaz -
ing work in Viet nam, we might be able to pull it off. I in -
vite you to check out their website: www.dovefund.org

Just yes ter day, I con nected with Wal ter Hays, a vol un -
teer co or di na tor with P. E. T. Pro ject “The Gift of Mo bil -
ity”. They pro duce and dis trib ute high-qual ity hand-driven 
carts....40,000 so far. The cart is be ing made avail able to
me at no charge. But, we have to get it to Mr. Duong. The
crated data: 136# 24" X 15" X 45". Wal ter says that most
take it with them on the flight as “over size lug gage”. One

pro ducer is in Spo kane, WA and they will al low free
freight to Se at tle. I have a vet friend in the Se at tle area,
Da vid Raybell, with whom I can dis cuss co or di nat ing
things at the air port. The ear li est that I could go to Viet -
nam is this fall, but that’s not cer tain...de pends on fi -
nances. So, if you know of any one go ing sooner and will
be near Son’s vil lage, maybe it can get there ear lier. The
cart is of high est qual ity and the crate in cludes a tool kit
for as sem bly. Duong has been crawl ing around long
enough. He served with 2nd Pla toon, Com pany A, 3/21,
196th LIB and lost both legs to a mor tar bobby trap. Let’s
make this happen. 
2/27/14

Well, we’ve brought quite the smile to an ap pre cia tive
Duong’s face! Cau was “on as sign ment” check ing out TV
op tions for Duong when it was learned that our leg less
friend’s eye sight is n’t so good. 

I asked Cau to in ves ti gate trans por ta tion op tions for
get ting Duong to the eye doc tor in Tam Ky. Af ter some

back and forth, it was de cided that Cau would at tempt the
trans port on his lit tle mo tor bike. 

I then trans ferred nec es sary funds to Cau. Not wast ing
any time, he pulled it all off yes ter day. Now Duong is all
smiles with a new TV and eye glasses. When Cau is given

Son's Story (continued)
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a mis sion, he’s like a ti ger. 
I urged Cau to ask The’s son to take her to the clinic to ad dress the is sue of her stom ach pain. The phy si cian in di cated

that she “needs vi ta mins”. We’ll see what can be ar ranged. The di ag no sis seems a quite vague to me. Any way, we have
been sup ply ing all of her nu tri tional re quire ments, so she’s eating well. 

Af ter the suc cess of the past few days, I’m ea ger to keep plug ging. We can do much with min i mal funds… mak ing ev -
ery cent count and cre at ing smiles. Thanks for your support.

Neil Hannan

Son's Story (continued)

By: Daniel Phillips
D, 3/21

When I came from Com bat Cen ter and was as signed to
Delta Com pany (Black Death), there was a lot of forms
that I had to fill out; one of the most im por tant (ac cord ing
to the First Sgt) was a form au tho riz ing Delta Com pany to
take $5.00 out of my pay check each month to pay for
Stand-Down.

Stand-Down was a three day break in the rear at Chu
Lai, right on the South China Sea. There were grilled
steaks, ham burg ers, cold beer, floor shows, and cur rent
mov ies. Ev ery one got a chance to go to the PX and buy
film, and if you had any prob lems with Fi nance, Per son -
nel, or Med i cal you could get it taken care of.

About ev ery three months we would have chop pers
pick us up in the jun gle and fly us to ei ther Firebase Hawk
Hill and then we would ride a truck con voy to Chu Lai, or

we would ride chop pers all the way to Chu Lai.
First mat ter of busi ness was to turn in all weapons,

hand gre nades, pis tols, etc. Af ter all were turned in it was
hot show ers for ev ery one, hot show ers and clean clothes.
From there it was to the grill for a steak or ham burger and
a cold beer. 

Ev ery night there was a floorshow on the stage. Bands
from Aus tra lia, Thai land, and Hong Kong were play ing
old fa vor ites and try ing some new tunes. The most pop u lar 
songs I re mem ber were, “I want to Go Home” by Bobby
Bare, and “We Got To Get Out Of This Place” by the An i -
mals. The bands were not that good un til that sec ond beer,
and from then on they sounded great.

Dur ing the Stand-Down there were no jobs or de tails to 
go on, just rest and re lax ation. Ev ery one would bring their
pon cho liner, some beer, a foot ball and ra dio, and we
would play and just take it easy.

Af ter three days it was back to work; re-arm, climb
aboard the chop pers or trucks, and get back in the war. Ev -
ery one was rested and as ready as could be ex pected; just
wait ing for the next Stand-Down.

STAND-DOWN

Sgt. Dan iel Phillips
D, 3/21
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This is a mes sage I long wanted to tell and dreaded all at the same time, but I think
it’s a story that needs tell ing.  It’s a per sonal jour ney that a lot of you may be able to re -
late to in a num ber of ways.

When my tour in Nam was over I still had 14 months to go un til ETS.  At Ft Hood,
TX, my first state side as sign ment af ter Nam, I was orig i nally as signed to the 1/41st In fan -
try (Mech).  Dur ing my in-pro cess ing with Per son nel I was given the op por tu nity to
change MOS and jumped on it!  I trans ferred from In fan try to the Fi nance Corps and was 
as signed to 2nd Ar mored Di vi sion Fi nance as part of the 502nd Admin Co.

My first 4 months in Fi nance were pretty cushy and I fig ured this ain’t a bad ca reer
choice so I took the big step and re-upped.  It was then that my per sonal bat tle with what
we now rec og nize as PTSD be gan.  Gar ri son duty with REMF’s was any thing but ex cit -
ing.  I be gan to drink heavily.  I man aged to amass 13 Ar ti cle 15’s in 12 months all for
speed ing vi o la tions.  No DWI’s, though!  Back then you would get a ticket from the ci -

vil ians, that you had to pay to them, then the ticket was for warded to your Com pany Com mander who then is sued you an
Ar ti cle 15.  Of course you ended up pay ing again for the same ticket by fines, ex tra duty and re stric tions to post as well as 
the threat and pos si bil ity of get ting busted.  I just con tin ued with the same er ratic off-duty be hav ior any how!  I was, as my 
CO would say, in cor ri gi ble.  On Ar ti cle 15 num ber 13 I was fi nally is sued a re duc tion in rank from E5 to E4 sus pended
for 90 days!  That, fi nally, got my at ten tion and I knew I had to get this un der con trol or this was go ing to be a very long
en list ment for the next 4 years, if the Army didn’t kick me out first.

I then did what most of us did and turned in ward.  I got mar ried and 3 years later had a beau ti ful lit tle baby girl.  I
dealt with my “prob lem” as best I could.  Still out wardly re mained “Good Time Char lie”.  I was re ally very good at my
job and my ca reer took off but I still had my “prob lem” that I had to deal with.  My way of deal ing was to be the best at
ev ery thing I did.  Work, play, drink ing, what ever.  I to tally threw my self into my work, sports, coach ing my daugh ter’s
teams and be ing her Girl Scout leader.  I was ob sessed with win ning.  I could not al low my self to lose.  I had pretty much
con vinced my self that I was OK.  I was a win ner!  (The one ex cep tion is card games.  I re ally suck at cards.  Al ways have, 
prob a bly al ways will.  Don’t ever ask me to be your part ner at pi nochle un less you’re just into losing money!)

I had con vinced my self that all the help less, home less, pa thetic souls that were be ing treated for some thing called
“PTSD” were a bunch of slack ers and los ers that wanted to blame the war for their in abil ity to func tion.    Fast for ward to
1985.  I was now at Ft Dix, NJ, hav ing just re turned from 7 ½ years in Ger many.  I fi nally had my first chance to visit The 
Wall.  I wanted to touch the names of my fel low Char lie Ti gers of C 3/21 that had fallen in com bat and were me mo ri al -
ized on this wall.  Well let me tell you that was a truly sur pris ing and un set tling ex pe ri ence.  I col lapsed down on my
knees and com menced to sob bing for a good half hour.  Oh, my God, I thought!  You’ve got it, too!  Now af ter all those
years of push ing it down and us ing drink ing and other dis trac tions to keep from hav ing to deal with it, here it came.  No
one tried to stop me.  Some guys walked past me and dropped busi ness cards and said if I needed to talk to call the num -
ber on the card.  Some other guys kind of walked closely by and told me “Hang in there, Brother”.  Brother!  I hadn’t
heard any one in my en tire ca reer re fer to me as “Brother”.  What a won der ful word!  Once I re al ized that I had to come to
terms with my “prob lem”.  I also re al ized that my “Broth ers” would be there for me if I needed help.  I didn’t do it right
away.  

My mar riage fell apart but by then my re la tion ship with my daugh ter was solid.  I filed for di vorce and got on with my 
life.  Shortly there af ter I met a won der ful woman who lis tened and tried real hard to un der stand me and my “prob lem”. 
You all know that woman as my wife, Carol.  Truly the best thing to ever hap pened to me.  She would let me vent and cry 
as much as I wanted as long as I didn’t get vi o lent.  I fi nally was able give voice to those de mons that had been sup -
pressed so far down that it would take years to get ‘em all kicked loose.

I be gan to feel better and better as time went on.  Then one day she told me of a Wel come Home Pa rade on Vet eran’s
Day in Phil a del phia.  I was still on ac tive duty so I went over in uni form and found my self in the midst of thou sands of
my Broth ers!  I prac ti cally floated down Broad St when a VVA group in vited me to march along with them.  I found my -
self on the verge of tears all day.  Af ter 20 years I felt that I had fi nally come home and was sur rounded by a true Band of
Broth ers. (Then I get back to my car and one of Philly’s Phinest gave me a park ing ticket.  It’s always something!)

The fol low ing sum mer we went to the NJ State Fair and I ran into a guy wear ing a hat with the 196th LIB patch on it. 

A PER SONAL LET TER FROM WAR REN NEILL - PAST PRESIDENT
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Even though I stayed in the Army this was only the 2nd or 3rd time I had seen that patch any where.  You can imag ine my
sur prise.  I prac ti cally knocked folks over to get to that guy and when he shook my hand he said “Wel come Home,
Brother!”  What a great thing to say!  So I re turned the greet ing and hon estly felt a bit giddy about it.  I looked back at
Carol and saw a hint of a tear in her eye.  She knew!  She gets it!  I felt like the world’s luck i est man.  The cat in the hat
then told me of the As so ci a tion and that they would next be meet ing in Cincinnati and he gave me mem ber ship ap pli ca -
tion.  I have long since for got ten his name but will never for get his greet ing and how it made me feel.

Carol and I went to the re union in Cincinnati and the feel ing of be long ing just in creased by an in fi nite amount as I was 
once again sur rounded by my Charger Broth ers.  Men who I trusted with my life that never let me down and were there
again when I needed them again with a big bear hug and a heart felt “Wel come Home, Brother”.  I had an amaz ing week -
end and met guys that I had shared fight ing po si tions with.  Guys with whom I had spent many a night in the bush and on
am bush.  The 20 years melted away and we were all 18-23 years old again, if only for the week end.  Tell ing those war
sto ries that only those who had been there could fully un der stand.  We spoke with rev er ence of those old mem o ries of
those we knew that did not come back.  We spoke of all
the other old mem o ries of the crazy stuff we did and the
good times we had.  We spoke of the panic and ter ror
that we ex pe ri enced in the con duct of our mis sions in the 
field or div ing into the ditches out side the hootches when 
we were un ex pect edly at tacked in the mid dle of the
those long, dark, wet SE Asian nights.  Or of hun ker ing
down on the bunker line when some one or some thing set 
off a trip flare. Or of the creep ing anx i ety that crawls up
your spine when there’s just two of you sit ting in an
OP/LP 50 to 100 me ters in front of your lines to pro vide
early warn ing of an en emy ad vance and not feel ing real
good about your chances of getting back into your unit
perimeter in one piece.

We looked at each other’s pic tures and rec og nized
faces and places we never thought we’d see again and
break out in roar ing laugh ter about the time that ol’ SGT
Snuffy woke up with a leech in a place that was never
de signed to have a crit ter at tached to it.  Af ter it was
over I had a real feel ing of loss and im me di ately started
to look for ward to the next reunion.

Fam ily re spon si bil i ties caused me to miss the ‘89 re -
union in Boston and I swore not to miss an other.  I se ri -
ously missed my Broth ers.  I grad u ally be came more and 
more in volved with the Assn over the next few re unions
as we trav eled to Chi cago, Den ver and Nash ville.  At
each re union I met more Charger Broth ers.  In Nash ville
I was asked by the found ing VP, Lowell Gar land, if I
would be in ter ested in run ning for his po si tion.  I said
yes and was drawn deeper into the Assn.  I helped put to -
gether the ‘97 DC and ‘99 St Louis re unions and had
great fun do ing it.  With the help of the mem ber ship, did
most of the plan ning for Get tys burg in ’01.  I was elected Pres i dent that year af ter be ing asked to run by the founding
President Bill Knight.

With the help and guid ance of VP’s Roy Dolgos, Bill Knight, Bob Kelly & Dave Eichhorn, the Assn moved on to
Branson ’03, San An to nio ’05, Fort Mitch ell, KY (Cincinnati) ’07, Buf falo ’09, Se at tle ’11 and DC again in ’13.  Af ter a
2 year pe riod of con tin ued ill nesses I de cided to not ac cept an other term as Pres i dent.  I would have to say that it was the

A PER SONAL LET TER FROM WAR REN NEILL - PAST PRES I DENT (CONT.)

War ren takes a sa lute from Col. Conaty
at the Viet nam Memorial
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hard est de ci sion I have ever made.  By all mea sures the mem ber ship be lieved that I did a good job and that the re unions
were an op por tu nity to get to gether with their Broth ers.  Just like me they needed the Broth ers they con nected or re con -
nected with at the re unions to help them over the rough spots.  Some one who spoke their lan guage and un der stood we be -
longed to a fra ter nity, a band of broth ers, that was forged un der fire in a far away place called Viet nam.  It didn’t mat ter
what years we served from ’66 to ’72 we had been there, done that.  Once a Charger, al ways a Charger. This Assn, and its 
mem ber ship, has kept me centered and on point for the last 26 years.

Yes, I still have my “prob lem”, the night mares, the night sweats, snap ping awake and act ing out.  But with the help
and sup port of my Broth ers I have learned how to cope and my high est thought and mis sion was to en sure that my Broth -
ers would con tinue to at tend the re unions which are set up for that reconnection we all need to help us with our “prob -
lem”.

Over the years with the able help of Ken McKenzie we have in creased our mem ber ship ros ter by more than 1000 lines.  
At each re union we have a large group of first-tim ers, that have been out side the wire for 40 years.  They are  now try ing
to make sense of this thing we shared.  The re unions pro vide that safe place for them to ex plore and re mem ber with those
like them selves.  I wish to thank the mem ber ship for their sup port and en cour age ment through the years.  I wish to thank
the mem ber ship for tell ing me what they wanted and what they needed from me and the Assn.  I thank the mem ber ship
am bas sa dors for all the hours ded i cated to get ting the word out about the Assn and the re unions.  You are the guys pop -
ping smoke and guid ing your Broth ers back safely through the wire.  It has been my ex treme plea sure and priv i lege to

lead this or ga ni za tion into the 21st century with honor and
respect.

I wish to thank the ap pointed of fi cers who re main on sta -
tion and with out whom the Assn doesn’t run.  News let ter Ed -
i tor and Webmaster Ken McKenzie, Trea surer Ken Wright. 
Past Sec re tary Ed Zahn (I am now fill ing in as Sec re tary un -
til a vol un teer steps up).  A spe cial shout out to Joe Mahoney 
for his work on the Honor Roll (with Ken McKenzie) and his 
con tin u ing com mit ment to the Assn through count less hours
as our am bas sa dor in DC.  To Jim McGinnis for his con tin u -
ing com mit ment to get ting the word out as our North east am -
bas sa dor through his as so ci a tion with New Jer sey Viet nam
Me mo rial as a guide/in ter preter and his par tic i pa tion in
“Show the Col ors” events.  There are truly too many be hind
the scenes mem bers, that put in un told hours work ing to
round up their unit mem bers, than I could list with out for get -
ting some one.  Suf fice it to say that these folks are the ones
who make the Assn go.  You know who you are.  I salute
you.

It has truly been an honor and priv i lege to serve as your
Pres i dent.  It’s go ing to be strange to be able to hang out and
shmooze with the troops at the next re union in stead of run -
ning around mak ing sure ev ery thing goes off as planned. 
Dave and Mike, I wish you all the best.  You have just ac -
cepted the best job in the world.  You work for the fin est

group of sol diers and fam i lies there is.  Just re mem ber what I have al ways said, “We needed each other then, and we still
need each other now!”  

Now you know why that was my fa vor ite say ing over the years.  Wel come Home My Brothers!! 
War ren

A PER SONAL LET TER FROM WAR REN NEILL - PAST PRES I DENT (CONT.)

War ren turns over the du ties of 
Pres i dent to Dave Eichhorn (l)



Name______________________________________________________

Street______________________________________________________

City____________________________ State______ Zip_____________

Tel. Number________________________________________________

Send Orders To:

196th Light Infantry Brigade Association
c/o Ken Wright
8280 Hwy 66 E.
Rome, IN 47574

196th ORDER FORM
White Lustrum....................$160.00
Questra.............................$200.00

10 Karat YellowGold.........$560.00
14 Karat Yellow Gold........$840.00
18 Karat Yellow Gold......$1217.00

10 Karat White Gold..........$560.00
14 Karat White Gold..........$840.00
18 Karat White Gold........$1217.00

Engraving (inside ring)

(3) Initials

Full Name (or other)
21 LETTERS & SPACES

(FREE)

add $15.00

Stones Smooth           Facet

Garnet (Jan)
Amethyst (Feb)
Aquamarine (Mar)

Infantry MP Crossed Pistols Artillery Crossed Bayonets

White Spinel (Apr)
Shamrock (May)
Alexandrite (Jun)

Ruby (Jul)
Peridot (Aug)
Fire Blue (Sept)

Rose Zircon (Oct)
Topaz (Nov)
Blue Zircon (Dec)

Black Onyx
Mother of Pearl

Encrusting on Stones (available on smooth stones only)..................................................................................add $15.00

Finger Size
Your correct ring size may be
obtained at a jewelry store.

Sub Total

7% State Sales Tax

Shipping (per ring)

Total

ALL BIRTHSTONES ARE SIMULATED
Sales Tax Be Added

Order Must Have Finger Size
Must

5.95
Allow 6-8 weeks for delivery.

THE 196th RING
The 196th Light Infantry Brigade Association has worked with Jostens
to create a Prestige Ring for Veterans of the 196th. This ring will only

be available thru the 196th Association.

Jostens offers you 4 distinct metal alloy categories: 10K, 14K, or 18K Yellow or White Gold,
Lustrium, and Questra.

18K Gold is the ultimate prestige metal, enjoy its brilliance for a lifetime.

14K Gold is rich and elegant with a durability you'll appreciate.

10K Gold - our most popular quality and an excellent choice to commemorate your special
years.

Lustrium is an affordable alternative if you want the bright qualities of white gold.

Questra gives your ring a priceless golden look and a brilliant surface that is so durable it
carries Jostens exclusive lifetime warranty.

Whichever alloy you choose, each has outstanding durability and wearability characteristics -
backed by Jostens reputation for quality.

For The Lifetime Of The Ring

Every Jostens Military Ring is designed and crafted to exacting quality standards.

Jostens warrants the ring to be free from defects of material and workmanship for the life of the
ring. Any ring not meeting these standards will be replaced if necessary, with an identical ring
without charge.

JOSTENS FULL WARRANTY

CHOICE OF QUALITY

In addition, Jostens Full Warranty provides these special benefits for the life of the ring without
charge:

Resizing will be performed without charge.
Defective or broken simulated stones will be replaced without charge.
Refinishing will be performed without charge.
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Prices shown include postage & handling.

Description           Price       Quantity      Amt Due

All weather 196th Flag (Durable/Double-sided) $68.00 ____  x  $68.00 =  _______       

3 Flag Desk Set (US, 196th, POW/MIA)  $10.00 ____ x  $10.00 =  _______

196th LIB Large Tankard$20.00____x  $20.00 =  _______

196th LIB Patch Coffee Mug$ 6.50____x  $ 6.50 =   _______

196th LIB Patch Magnet (4” x 6”)$ 6.50____x  $ 6.50 =   _______

196th LIB Patch Wall Clock$ 7.50____x  $ 7.50 =   _______

196th LIB Patch Engraved Tumbler$ 7.50____x  $ 7.50 =   _______

196th LIB Challenge Coin  $ 7.50 ____  x  $ 7.50 =   _______

196th Patches – Full Color  $ 4.00 ____  x  $ 4.00 =   _______

196th Brigade Crests “Ahead of the Rest”  $ 5.00  ____  x  $ 5.00 =   _______

Newly Au tho rized Uni form Item
196th CSIB Pin (Com bat Ser vice ID Badge)$15.00____   x  $15.00 =   _______

196th LIB Out side Win dow/Bumper Sticker         $ 2.00 ____  x  $ 2.00 =   _______

196th LIB Patch Lapel Pin  $ 3.00 ____  x  $ 3.00 =   _______

196th LIB Canvas Tote$ 7.50____x  $ 7.50 =  _______

Limited Edition (Black) 196th LIB T-Shirt (while they last)   

3XL___2XL___ XL___ L___ M___$15.00____  x  $15.00=   _______

Classic (White) 196th LIB T-shirt 

5XL__4XL__3XL__ 2XL__ XL__ L__ M__$15.00____ x  $15.00 =   ______

Order Total  =     _________

Make check payable to:  196th LIB Assn

Mail to: 196th LIB Assn, Ken Wright, Treasurer, 8280 Hwy 66E, Rome, IN  47574-9043

Follow-up or questions about merchandise: 
Quartermaster - Rich "Doc" Mosher, rpm196@hotmail.com, 847-922-6011: 

(Suggestion: Make a copy of this page)

196th Merchandise Order Form
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Dues Re newal Form
(other side)

Please include your old address also  if you have moved.

Time passes and things change both for the better and for the worst. I’ve been turn ing out the News let ter for 27 years
now, spo rad i cally at times, and cer tainly not the twice a year I had hoped for when I be gan.

The first 196th As so ci a tion news let ter I got was put out by Bill Knight in Jan u ary 1987, It was a two sheet mim eo -
graphed mail ing on yel low pa per. This was ac tu ally the third news let ter Bill had put out, the first two were sent to a small
group that had got ten to gether prior to the first na tional re union in Al ex an dria, Vir ginia in 1985. The news let ter had de -
tails about the sec ond na tional re union to be held in Cincinnati, OH in 1987. At the time of this news let ter, we had a
mem ber ship of just over 200, and a trea sury of $3700.00. We now have over 5000 on our mail ing list and our treasury is
full. 

With larger mem ber ship and older age, things get harder and harder to do. We are be com ing the “old” vet er ans, but at
least we can still pack a re union ban quet. I watch with sad ness the slow with er ing of the World War II vet er ans’ or ga ni za -
tions, and the de ci sions to fi nally drink that bot tle of li quor that has been wait ing for the last mem ber to pass. What will
our leg acy be, and how much of our his tory will be remembered?

Al though we’ve made at tempts to ar chive ma te rial, and made ar range ments to store per sonal items in uni ver sity ar -
chives, the ef fort has been spo radic (there’s that word again).  A uni ver sity ar chi vist spokes per son, who was sched uled to
speak at a pre vi ous re union, failed to even show up. Maybe it’s time to make a con certed ef fort to es tab lish a per ma nent
col lec tion some where that could be funded in part with some of the money in our treasury. 

I pro pose that the As so ci a tion cre ate a po si tion of his to rian, that would be a vol un teer job, but con tain ing some fund -
ing for travel, ar chi vist ma te ri als, and a sub sidy for per ma nent stor age. The job would re quire knowl edge of pro cesses and 
pro ce dures for col lect ing, cat a log ing, and pres er va tion of ma te rial and doc u ments. If we could iden tify some one who is
in ter ested, we could prob a bly be gin work soon, and then au tho rize larger ef forts at the next re union by vote of the
membership. Anyone interested?

This has also been a sig nif i cant year in terms of change for the 196th and its mem bers. Af ter about 30 years, we’ve had
a change in lead er ship for only the third time. I never thought any one could re place the lead er ship of Bill Knight, but
War ren Neill stepped up and con tin ued the growth and ac tiv i ties of the As so ci a tion, so I am con fi dent that Dave Eichhorn 
will carry on in that tra di tion. We also lost one of our fin est mem bers with the pass ing of Col o nel Conaty. He had as sisted 
in the for ma tion of the As so ci a tion and had at tended most of our re unions. He was a fine sol dier, and a true friend of ev -
ery 196th member. 

I don’t mean to be too nos tal gic; af ter all, we have an ac tive duty 196th that is young and vi brant, and even within the
ranks of 196th Viet nam vet er ans there is a wide gap in ages be tween the orig i nal mem bers (1965) and those that closed out 
the war in 1972. So, let’s look for ward to an other 30+ years of re unions and camaraderie.

Ken McKenzie - Editor

From The Editor



 
Name: _____________________________________________Telephone:_____________________________

Street:____________________________________________________________________________________

City: _______________________________________State:_________________Zip:_____________________

Dates served in the 196th:     From: __________________________ To: ___________________________

Unit:  Bat/Reg _________________________ Com pany or Bat tery _______________ Pla toon____________

Ser vice #: _________________________  Date of Birth: _______________ E-mail:_____________________

        ___I can not join at this time, but please add my name to the mail ing list.               ___Ad dress Change

      ___Mem ber ship Re newal            ___New Mem ber               ___Life Mem ber      $_________  Do na tion

Dues are $20.00 for the year.                                                                Life time Mem ber ship: $196.00
I would like (num ber):

_______ Ad di tional Bumper Stickers @ $2.00 ea.                          _______ Ad di tional De cals @ $2.00 ea.

Not in cluded with mem ber ship pack age:

_______ La pel Pin @ $3.00 ea.     T-Shirt @ $15 each, (num ber of each size or dered) ____XXL, ____XL,  ____L,  ____M         
      

Fill out and re turn form with your re mit tance to:

196th Light In fan try Bri gade As so ci a tion
Ken Wright, Trea surer
8280 Hwy 66 E
Rome, IN 47574 

MEM BER SHIP

Ev ery year, un for tu nately, we lose
some of the mem bers on whose sup port
we have counted. We have al ways been
able to in crease the mem ber ship slightly in 
spite of that through en roll ment of new
mem bers. But, while get ting new mem bers 
is ex tremely im por tant to us, it is far more
im por tant that we re tain your in ter est and
good will. So please take a min ute now to
check your mail ing la bel. If your dues
have ex pired or you have never paid dues,
fill out the re newal slip and send it back to
us with your check. We re ally need you! 

You re ceive with your mem ber ship: 
A mem ber ship card, one bumper
sticker, and one win dow de cal.

CHECK YOUR
 MAILING LA BEL

FOR YOUR
 DUES  EX PI RA TION DATE

LO CA TOR SER VICE

The 196th LIB As so ci a tion will search its da ta base, on re quest, to at tempt to lo cate bud dies you may want to find.
Sim ply send a writ ten or e-mail re quest to War ren Neill, Secretary, stat ing the name if you know it. We can also do a
search by unit and year. State the Com pany, Bat tal ion, and year(s) to search. We will send you a print-out of up to ten
names re turned by the search. If the search re turns more than ten names, we will just send you the names with out ad -
dresses. Look over the list to see if you want to get in touch with any one, and we will send you those ad dresses.

The pur pose of not send ing long lists of names and ad dresses is to pro tect the mail ing list from pos si ble com mer cial
ex ploi ta tion. We have spent a lot of time and ef fort build ing our mem ber da ta base and do not want it used in dis crim i -
nately.

We cur rently have over 5,000 names on our mail ing list so maybe we can help you find that long lost buddy.
Lo cat ing on the Web

You can also leave a mes sage on the 196th Website Guestbook at: www.196th.org to search for friends or in for ma -
tion. Make sure you leave con tact in for ma tion such as an e-mail ad dress, home ad dress, or phone num ber. When leav ing
an e-mail ad dress, use “at” in stead of the @ sign to pre vent spammers from get ting your e-mail ad dress. 

The Web Fo rum
If we do not have the per son you are look ing for in our da ta base, the new website FO RUM is an other way to lo cate

peo ple. Put the name of the per son you are look ing for as the ti tle of the new THREAD you cre ate on the FO RUM. Re -
mem ber, you must sign up for the fo rum, by send ing a User Name and Pass word to Ken McKenzie at
Editor196@196th.org. He will cre ate your ac count and send you con fir ma tion. Once you log in, you can change your
pass word.



Pres i dent: Dave Eichhorn
328 Deming Rd

Flem ing, OH 45729-5019

(740) 678-2001

E-mail: President196@196th.org

Vice-Pres i dent: Mike Timmerman
47 Lord Ave

Bayonne, NJ 07002

(201) 206-1899

E-mail: VicePres196@196th.org

Sec re tary: War ren Neill
PO Box 434

Cicero, IN 46034

(317) 984-3853

E-mail: Secretary196@196th.org

Trea surer: Ken Wright
8280 Hwy 66 E

Rome, IN 47574

(812) 836-2036

E-mail: Trea surer196@196th.org

NEWSLETTER & WEBSITE

196th Light Infantry Brigade Association

OFFICERS

MEM BER SHIP AP PLI CA TION

Please make sure you fill in the ap pli ca tion com pletely. There are sev eral sim i lar names on our mail ing list, so we need 
the old ad dress as well as the new ad dress if you move.

There is a spot on the ap pli ca tion where you may des ig nate an ad di tional do na tion to the As so ci a tion if you would
like. Sev eral of our mem bers have asked to use this do na tion to pay some one’s dues who may not be able to af ford it. We
have achieved tax-ex empt sta tus and con tri bu tions are now tax de duct ible on your in come tax.

Our tax ex empt sta tus also al lows us to take ad van tage of lower postal rates.

Rev. Ed Griffin 
294 Rain bow Dr. #12497

Livingston, TX 77399-2024

Of fice phone: 317-850-4339

E-mail is: Chap lain196@196th.org

              CHAPLAIN

196th AS SO CI A TION
TAX EX EMPT STATUS

The 196th Light In fan try Bri gade As so ci a tion has re ceived tax ex empt sta tus. This means that con tri bu tions
are tax de duct ible on your in come tax.

We are also able to re duce mail ing costs as a tax ex empt or ga ni za tion.

Ed i tor: Ken McKenzie
PO Box 84

Eaton, NH 03832

(603) 447-8902

E-mail ad dress: Editor196@196th.org
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